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ST. LOUIS AREA VIOLENCE PREVENTION COMMISSION RECEIVES $500K GRANT FROM MISSOURI 
FOUNDATION FOR HEALTH 

 
ST. LOUIS (October 10, 2019) – To support ongoing efforts to prevent violence in the St. Louis region, the 
Missouri Foundation for Health awarded a grant of $500,000 over five years to the St. Louis Area Violence 
Prevention Commission (VPC) via fiscal agent, Saint Louis MHB. This grant will allow VPC to implement its 
Action Plan developed earlier this year and engage the public in programs that address the root causes of 
violence focusing on prevention and intervention. 
 
The VPC will improve community level response to nonfatal shootings, advance trauma-informed practices, 
expand evidence-based violence prevention strategies in the community and by service providers and 
activate communities to strengthen police legitimacy. 
 
“VPC envisions a St. Louis region where communities are safe, where businesses and residents want to live 
and work, and where all community members feel protected and served by law enforcement and 
empowered to have a voice in important regional issues,” said Poli Rijos, of the VPC Leadership Council. 
“Achieving this goal will require involvement and collaboration from St. Louis region residents. Thanks to the 
support from the Missouri Foundation for Health, VPC will be able to further engage the public in these 
critical activities.” 
 
Community members interested in participating in the VPC have several options, they may choose to:  

• help spread the word about VPC,  
• participate in universal programs that benefit entire groups or communities 
• participate in programs focused on individuals at high risk for being involved in violence as the 

perpetrator or victim, or 
• work with individuals directly or indirectly affected by violence in their communities 

 
For more information on VPC and the Action Plan or to find ways to get involved, please visit 
https://www.stlareavpc.org/get-involved.  
 
VPC is a cross-sector collaboration working to reduce violent crime in the region by promoting and advocating for coordinated, 
well-resourced policies, support systems, and interventions among area governments, institutions and agencies that serve 
individuals and families most at risk of violent crime. 
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